
     The County Government issued 
a so-called “fact sheet” disparaging 
the housing authority in October 
2008, despite a Virginia law requir-
ing local governments to remain 
neutral in all referendums. The 
Green Party contacted the State 
Board of Elections which said such 
conduct per se was a violation of 
state law, but the SBE had not 
power to enforce the state law! 

logical wisdom, peace, and social 
justice. The Reeder campaign was 
built around these themes of social 
justice so that people making less 
than $60,000 a year and those with 
disabilities can continue to live in 
our community. And that a pro-
gram of conservation and recy-
cling be begun in Arlington where 
rising use of electricity (much of it 
generated in coal-fired plants), 
much higher stormwater runoff, 
and the loss of nearly half of the 
tree canopy threatens our environ-
ment. 
 

     Green Arlington County Board 
candidate John Reeder got 23,000 
votes (about 23 percent of the 
92,160 votes cast). This is an excel-
lent showing considering that prior 
Green Party candidate Josh Rueb-
ner got 5% of the votes in 2006, 
and 10% in 2007. The results can 
be found on the Arlington County 
website: www.arlingtonva.us/
Departments/VoterRegistration/
ElectionReturns/Gen2008/
gen2008.aspx 
     Democrat Barbara Favola (an 11
-year incumbent) outspent John by 
over 3 to 1, and was able to coast 

upon the Obama-mania that 
brought hundreds of outside De-
mocrat volunteers and dollars to 
Arlington and Virginia for the 
Presidential race. Favola was able 
to call upon donations from con-
tributors with county contracts 
and from corporate PAC dona-
tions received through the Vir-
ginia Democratic Party as well. 
The Green Party, by contrast, 
accepts no contributions from 
corporate PACs. 
     The Arlington Green Party is 
building an alternative vision of 
our world that is based on eco-
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     Arlington Greens have made 
the point consistently over the past 
three years that moderate income 
people are being eliminated from 
the housing market in Arlington, 
and that something new must tried 
to ameliorate the situation of 
sharply lower affordable housing. 
The Greens placed a voters refer-
endum on the November 2008 
ballot to authorize the county gov-

ernment to begin a housing author-
ity to address destruction of mod-
erate cost rental housing. 
     The housing authority referen-
dum in Arlington received nearly 
33,000 votes (about 33 percent of 
98,899 votes cast) despite a cam-
paign of disinformation and out-
right propaganda by the Arlington 
Democrats and Democratic-
controlled county government.  
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     In March of 2008, Kirit Mookerjee of the Ar-
lington Green Party was appointed to the Tenant-
Landlord Commission representing Tenants by 
the County Board. A major focus of the Commis-
sion's work over the past year has been to modify 
the current relocation guidelines, working to pre-
sent the County Board with an ordinance author-
izing relocation payments in by-right develop-
ments, and continuing to encourage County staff 
at all levels to thoroughly review site plan and 
other developer requests for indications that dis-
placement of existing residents may result from 

their projects. 
      The Tenant-Landlord Commission meetings are 
open for public comment whether from residents 
with complaints or others with issues related to 
rental properties in the County.  The Arlington 
Green Party encourages readers to contact Kirit with 
any issues of concern related to rental properties or 
upcoming developments in the County. As an 
"advisory group" to the County Board, it is crucial 
that the Commission receive notice of future pro-
jects which could adversely affect existing County 
residents. 

April May June July 

4/1 - Arl GP Meeting, 
7:00pm 

5/6 - Arl. GP Meeting, 
7:00pm 

6/3 - Arl. GP Meeting, 
7:00pm 

7/1 - Arl. GP Meeting, 
7:00pm 

4/21 - Earth Day Neighborhood Day, 
followed by Green 
Event 

TBD - Green Party  
National Meeting 

7/4 - 4th of July Parade 

August September October November 

8/5 - Arl. GP Meeting, 
7:00pm 

9/2 - Arl. GP Meeting, 
7:00pm 

10/7 - Arl. GP Meeting, 
7:00pm 

11/3 - General Election  

8/19 - 8/23 - County 
Fair 

9/8 - Candidate  Forum, 
Civic Federation Meet-
ing, 7:30 

  11/4 - Arl. GP Meeting, 
7:00pm 



���������	
����	�
���	���������	����	
The Arlington Green Party 
has robust ideas and plans to 
improve Arlington communi-
ties. Our positions are built 
on the 10 key values of the 
Green Party including social 
justice and equal opportunity, 
ecological wisdom, non-
violence, respect for diver-
sity, and future focus and 
sustainability. Our positions 
require policy achievements 
at the local county-level, 
though some positions will 
require state or federal action. 
Here are our positions for 
2009: 
 
On the environment: 
County should adopt Pay as 
You Throw 

County should adopt recy-
cling in Arlington county 
parks 

County should adopt recy-
cling in multi-family build-
ings 

County should acquire and 
preserve remaining existing 
green space 

Legislators should reject the 
further intrusion of fossil fuel 
use and development in Vir-
ginia, enact clean energy al-
ternatives 

Legislators should reject in-
trusion of energy resulting 
from mountain top removal 

Legislators should ban waste 
dumps in Virginia 

Dominion Power should pro-
vide alternative energy op-
tions and incentives for alter-
native energy use 

Legislators should reject the 

further development of high-
ways for automobiles in Vir-
ginia, such as expanding I-
66; support alternative trans-
portation solutions such as 
light rail 
 
On housing: 
County should enact an Ar-
lington housing authority to 
acquire and manage afford-
able, moderate income, and 
market rate housing, and 
which will increase the 
sources of funding 

County should acquire exist-
ing housing to be managed as 
affordable and moderate in-
come housing in perpetuity 

County should adopt as pol-
icy and preserve existing 
affordable, and market rate, 
middle income garden apart-
ments in Arlington, including 
those along the Columbia 
Pike corridor; revise sector 
and land use plans accord-
ingly 

County should initiate action 
with other jurisdictions to 
establish a regional housing 
authority 

County should institute a 
moratorium on development 
and teardown of single and 
multi-family residences until 
controls can be put in place to 
preserve existing moderate 
income housing 

County should expand build-
ing fees for developers that 
incorporate real infrastructure 
costs for continued develop-
ment, such as surface water 
runoff increases resulting 
from expanded building and 
paved lot surfaces 

County should provide tem-
porary homeless shelter on 
public property 
 
On equal opportunity: 
County should institute a 
living wage for Arlington 
county workers 

County should abandon those 
initiatives which lead to the 
gentrification of Arlington, 
and the removal of existing 
residents, including minority 
residents, such as instituting 
trolleys and other superfici-
alities on Columbia pike, and 
the development of sector 
plans which preclude the 
protection of existing moder-
ate income housing 

County should establish 
openness to the community in 
initial discussions of prelimi-
nary sector plans intended to 
guide development 

County should reject racist 
symbols in Arlington County 
vehicle stickers, and street, 
and building names 
 
On non-violence: 
County should adopt a reso-
lution against the Iraqi inva-
sion of 2002 

State should abolish the death 
penalty in Virginia 
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By Don Rouse 
 

    Over the past several 
years, Greens and Democrats 
alike have asked the Arling-
ton County Board to pass a 
resolution opposing this war 
we are waging against Iraq. 
The Board has consistently 
rebuffed or ignored these 
representations. 
    During this time, both indi-
vidual Democrats, and the 
Arlington Green Party, have 
constructed internet petitions 
against the war. Not only 
that, but the Arlington De-
mocratic Party has passed a 
resolution opposing the con-
tinuation of the war in no 
uncertain terms, and calling 
for immediate withdrawal 
(see their website).  
    The Green party began its 
demonstrations against the 
invasion of Iraq even prior to 
that invasion (and passed a 
resolution in 2002 against 
invading) when it first real-
ized that a minority govern-
ment in this country was hell-
bent on starting a war.  
    The Arlington Greens con-
tinue to call on the county to 
pass that anti-war resolution. 
To that end, you can sign a 
petition now at  
www.petitiononline.com/
iraq2220/petition.html. If you 
email us here at the Arlington 
Green Party website, we will 
be happy to send you a paper 
copy of the petition to fill out 
and return to us. It reads:  

To: Arlington County 
Board  
 

We, the undersigned, resi-
dents of Arlington 
County, Virginia, do 
hereby petition the Ar-
lington County Board to 
pass a resolution calling 
upon the United States to 
end its war in and occu-
pation of Iraq and to sup-
port our troops by bring-
ing them home safely 
now.  

 

    A National Priorities Pro-
ject analyzes and clarifies 
federal data so that people 
can understand and influence 
how their tax dollars are 
spent. According to their 
website, 
www.nationalpriorities.org, 
taxpayers in just one Arling-
ton congressional district, 
Congressional District 8 
(Congressman Moran), will 
pay $2.1 billion for the total 
Iraq war spending approved 
to date. The site lists benefits 
that could have been pro-
vided to our locality for the 
same amount of money. An 
example of just one benefit 
among many that could have 
been provided by and for 
Arlingtonians: 
 

13,586 Affordable    
Housing Units 

 
    Arlington faces an afford-
able housing crisis that it is 
ignoring, involving the loss 

of 13,000 units of moderate 
income housing over the last 
10 years. 
    According to Cities for 
Progress, 273 localities in the 
United States have passed 
resolutions calling for an end 
to the war in Iraq. This sets in 
high relief the continued ti-
midity of our County Board.  
    We all know that US 
troops should withdraw from 
Iraq; and this Government 
should terminate an unneces-
sary war that it started by 
invading a foreign country 
without provocation, through 
blind, arrogant, ignorance 
and ineffectuality, in direct 
conflict with the US Consti-
tution. It should cease killing 
our troops (made up in large 
measure of high school 
graduates and economically 
deprived minorities), inno-
cent Iraqi civilians, and 
through this action mitigate 
as much as possible the ongo-
ing suffering it has caused for 
no reason at all.  
    US presence in Iraq now 
has and will have no effect on 
the political and social stabil-
ity of that country, which 
must now wait until we leave 
before it can begin to resolve 
the problems we have made. 
And you as citizens should be 
simultaneously ashamed and 
outraged at what we have 
done. 
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“Taxpayers in ... 
Congressional 

District 8 
(Congressman 

Moran), will pay $2.1 
billion for the total 
Iraq war spending 
approved to date.” 



By Dana Thomson 
     
    Homeless Arlingtonians 
are in grave jeopardy owing 
both to the depressed econ-
omy and to the County 
Board’s neglect of our hous-
ing program aimed at shelter-
ing the homeless during win-
ter months. A year ago, the 
director of the Arlington 
Street People’s Network (the 
former operator of Arling-
ton’s main winter homeless 
shelter) said the homeless 
shelter in courthouse was 
dangerous and filled to maxi-
mum capacity. Soon after, the 
County Board cancelled   
ASPAN’s funding and tasked 
another organization with 
operating the shelter. The 
Board also promised in Feb-
ruary 2008 that the county 
government would provide a 
new, adequate shelter build-
ing. Unfortunately, the same 
dilapidated building is used 
today to shelter homeless 
Arlingtonians during the win-
ter, and same overcrowded 

conditions persist.  
    This winter, increased 
numbers of people are 
“overflowing” from the win-
ter homeless shelter on nights 
when the temperature falls 
below freezing. Last year, the 
daily overflow was estimated 
at 40 to 50 persons each 
nightly. The situation is exac-
erbated this winter because 
the Rosslyn church that of-
fered overflow space in 2008 
no longer does.  
    Instead, the Arlington 
County Jail was used for 
emergency shelter overflow 
in November and December 
2008. There are a number of 
reasons this solution should 
only be used as a last resort. 
County jail staff are not 
trained to provide emergency 
shelter for the homeless, and 
this gesture suggests that 
being homeless is akin to a 
crime. 
    At the December 2008 
county board meeting, the 
Arlington Green Party shared 
expressed deep concern about 

the poor shelter conditions 
and use of the jail for over-
flow. We suggested instead 
that other public buildings 
such as the empty trailers at 
Wilson school be used as 
temporary overflow hypo-
thermia shelters, and asked 
the County Board to investi-
gate and improve conditions 
at the courthouse shelter. 
    The Arlington Green Party 
also highlighted the obvious 
and direct link between 
homelessness and affordable 
housing. Overdevelopment in 
Arlington County has re-
sulted in too few affordable 
apartments, condos, and 
homes. Not only are families 
becoming homeless after 
losing low- or moderate-cost 
housing, they are also finding 
it difficult to reestablish 
themselves after becoming 
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homeless. The 84 shelter 
beds in Arlington County are 
nearly always full because 
there is nowhere to relocate 
people who become home-
less. Last January 410 people 
were counted as homeless in 
Arlington; this year there 
were 527, a 28% increase in 
the number of homeless fami-
lies, children, and single 
adults. 
    The Arlington Green Party 
maintains that a public Hous-
ing Authority is essential to 
reestablish housing units in 
Arlington that can be af-
forded by low- and middle-
income families, and to be 
able to secure new funding 
for affordable housing. We 
also continue to pressure the 
Arlington County Board to 
improve the emergency shel-
ter program.  

Arlington homeless shelter at courthouse. Photo: John Reeder 

Empty trailers at Wilson school, proposed as an alternative to 
the County Jail as a hypothermia overflow emergency shelter. 
Photo: John Reeder 
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“Many transport 
experts agree that 

road expansion simply 
isn’t the best or 

smartest long-term use 
of available resources 

to solve road 
congestion.” 



�������

������������������


	��	���������	�������� ��
�� �
���758958��!�	�	�
�	�	��	
�� �
�!�
	���
�
����"���	
�� ��	��	�	����"�
"���� �
	��� ���	�!		��
)�����
� ����$/$����
�
��	� ������
����
���������
����$�
��������� ����2 �����������
���	�:(	�����	����	�� ��
� 

�.������,!� �����
�� ��
	
��	������������
� ���� ��$/$+��� !�� !��
/ �
	��� ��%���
	�	���
���#�; ��	-��
�		�������
��
�!���	(����� �������
�����	�� ���
	��� �	�

���	���� ���	���	�� �
��
��
������	(��	����	����	�
�� ��	�����!������	�
	
�
� �� ��	$��
�������	�������	�� ���	��
/ ������ "�< �	���	����
� ������������
��
�����1��	�����	�	���=)	�
���� ������
� ���!��� ���
 "�� �
	��� �+����	��	��
�������� ��	�����	����	�
���
	��	�� � �������	�

� ������#���	��	� ���	���
� ��������!�������
������
���	�����	�����	�� ��� �
��
	�" ����� �
	��	
�
����	�������� $�>�& �
��

	��
�	
�" ���	�#��	�� 
�
���""���� ����  �������
��#	��  ���������
����	�
��
	���	
��  ������ "�
��	�
������
�����	������
�	�����	�� ����������
�
	���� ��	������������$3�
�����:(�	����	�� �
!���
���������
 	��� ��� ��	�
� �
	��� �0�����	��!����

��	����
	�����
�!�������
�	��'. ����
	�	���
? ��� ���������	
 �����
�����'��� ����	�� �	� "�
��	����� �+��! �������""���
� �
	��� �$��
�
�	�	������	����	��������
���	������	���
����
��
���	�������
�������	�� �	��	���
���#	
�" ��������� ��
!�
	���
��� ��
��	��	
��
�	��	
�� �� �	�	""	����	�
� �
	��� ��� ���� ��0��	�
��	���
���	�� ���	�	�#����
%	�� +���� ����
���
	��
��	�2 � ����&��	����
�
����	�	����
�����
�����
���������� �
���	������
� ���
 �$�
�����%	�� +���	!�����	��
.��	�"� ������	��� �;�����
/����������� @	��	
�� �
�

��A�AAA����.B���
	���
� ���	�����	�$��C��	���
��	�	(����� �� "�%	�� +��
2 � ��������	��� ����
	��
!������	�����	��.��	+��
	�
�������	�����	��!�����	�
�����	�� ����
�	���	��
�

��� ������
	���!��� ���
�����	�����	�
	����'
��#��
���	�D5AA������ ��
"	
	���������� ����� ��

�����" ����	��	!�����	��
.��	�����������! ����	��$�
�����C���#	���	��� ��
!�
	���
������� ����"��
�� #	�� ������� ��
� ��
��	�� �
����	��	!�����	��
.��	�!���������������#	�
����� ""� "��������
��	�

��	�� �
	��� �$�

��������	����	���� �
	��
�� ���	��	"� ��� �����	�
��
	(����0���+������	
�����
����
��������$�E �� ����
������	�C$�$�<����	� 
�
���	
���
��� � �	
���	�
�	�	"���� "���������
�
��������������% ��
 �	���
/ �����/ �������	��	��
%����:��������� ����� ����
��������� ���	""���	�����
�
	""	����	�� ���� ��� ����"�
"���
��
� �#$��
�������������
�������������
�	�����	�	��	
�*���#����
��
����	��������4AF�
���	��� �	�����	�
	���
�����
 ������,�������
�
�����	�������������	��G�
����	�
	�����
�	��������
�����	���� ���8A-�" ����	�
���	��� ���� "�� �
�
����	$�
�����)	���#�/ �
�	�����
�
��	��������
���������
�� ��� ��� �!���	��� ��	��
���
�	������� ����� ��
 ��
���� ����	""	����	���
�	(�
�	����	���	�
 �� ���� ���
��#	���	�������� ��!�
	��
��
�$�&	��� ���	���	��� ��
!�
	���
�	�����#���
�
����������� �� ���
	��
 ��	���� �	�	""	����	� ��
�� ��$��

“… Highway 
expansion actually 
encourages more 
drivers to use the 
road, and thus 
exacerbates the 
problem it was 

intended to solve.” 



Proposed site of new Wise County coal plant. Source: (Dominion) www.dom.com/news/elec2006/pr0511.jsp 
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By Audrey Clement 
 
    In December, 2008 the 
Governor’s Commission on 
Climate Change issued its 
final report, an action plan 
outlining Virginia’s response 
to global warming.  Environ-
mentalists around the state 
applauded the commission’s 
adoption of the recommenda-
tion of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
Report, calling for reduction 
of green house gas (GHG) 
emissions to 25% of the 1990 
level by 2020 and 80% by 

2050, as well as American 
Council on Energy Efficiency 
Economy (ACEEE) measures 
that would reduce electricity 
consumption in the state by 
19% by 2025. 
    Nevertheless there are seri-
ous problems with the overall 
thrust of the report. First, it 
endorsed the Virginia State 
Corporation Commission’s 
decision to proceed with the 
Wise County coal fired plant, 
a GHG monster, which will 
produce 5.6 million tons of 
CO2 pollution annually. 
What is the purpose of en-

ergy efficiency if the state 
continues its reliance on 
coal? Indeed, Tom Cormons 
of Appalachian Voices re-
ported that the ACEEE en-
ergy reduction benchmark 
alone would eliminate ten 
Wise County plants and pre-
clude the need to construct 
power lines as well. 
    The commission also 
“strongly advocates for in-
creased nuclear energy pro-
duction, both in Virginia and 
nationwide.”  Dismissing 
objections about the high cost 
of nuclear power and con-
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“What is the purpose 
of energy efficiency if 
the state continues its 
reliance on coal? “ 
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I would like to get involved with the Arlington Courthouse Greens in the following way(s): 
 

Attend monthly meetings (check website for time/place)  Donate (thank you - fill out & return reverse form) 
 

Help organize events      Receive newsletters (fill out & return reverse form) 
 

Work on Green Party campaigns 

Please let us know what your issues are so the Green Party can make the most meaningful impact in Arlington. 
Check all that apply, and write in other important local issues. Thank you for your feedback! 

 

Affordable housing      _____________________________________________ 
 

Recycling - residential     _____________________________________________ 
 

Recycling - commercial     _____________________________________________ 
 

Sustainable building / development    _____________________________________________ 
 

Living wage for employees in Arlington    _____________________________________________ 
  

Eco-friendly transportation     _____________________________________________ 
 
Please return to: Arlington Green Party, c/o Kirit Mookerjee, 1201 N. Kensington St. #9, Arlington, VA 22205 
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cerns about safe disposal of 
uranium waste, it endorsed 
the federal government’s 
plans to implement a contro-
versial nuclear fuel reprocess-
ing program that may actu-
ally facilitate proliferation of 
weapons grade uranium. Yet 
if the state were to implement 
the recommendations of the 
governor’s report by invest-
ing in renewable energy and 
conservation, there would be 
no need to reprocess spent 
uranium. 
    In a concession to environ-
mentalists, the commission 
recommended that electric 
utilities adopt a Renewable 
Portfolio Standard of 15% of 
power from renewables by 
2022, up from an earlier stan-
dard of 12% by 2022. But the 
standard is voluntary rather 

than mandatory. It also re-
jected adoption of the Cali-
fornia Low-Emission Vehicle 
regulations. Notwithstanding 
the fact that eighteen states 
have already adopted the 
standard, opponents on the 
commission argued that 
manufacturers cannot be ex-
pected to comply with a mul-
tiplicity of state based regula-
tions. 
    In a recent speech to the 
Virginia Conservation Net-
work, a member of the Gov-
ernor’s Commission on Cli-
mate Change, Delegate Joe 
Bouchard of Virginia Beach, 
stated that both the Navy and 
NASA are opposed to the 
resumption of oil drilling off 
the Atlantic coast, saying “oil 
and ordnance don’t mix.” He 
predicted that Navy will 

move its training range south 
to avoid the oil rigs. Yet the 
commission report, which 
Bouchard himself helped to 
write, is silent on the question 
of drilling off Virginia’s 
coast. 
    Another key issue that the 
report failed to address is 
uranium mining in the state. 
Fortunately last year the state 
Senate did not report SB 525, 
an industry sponsored bill 
that would have authorized 
research into resumption of 
uranium mining in Pittsylva-
nia County. But the climate 
commission should have ad-
dressed the issue and dis-
cussed the air and water pol-
lution hazards associated with 
uranium mining in the Pied-
mont. 

    The governor’s climate 
commission report is a wolf 
in sheep’s clothing. By en-
dorsing construction of new 
coal plants, expanded nuclear 
facilities, voluntary rather 
than mandatory portfolio 
standards, and rejection of 
vehicle emission standards, 
the report embraces the status 
quo. It’s obvious that if the 
efficiency measures it recom-
mends were adopted along 
with robust investment in 
renewables, there would be 
no need for expanded nuclear 
or new coal. By paying lip 
service to energy efficiency, 
the report attempts to make 
palatable continued invest-
ment in hazardous, polluting 
and wasteful energy technol-
ogy. 



By Email        Name: ____________________________________________________________________              
   Email address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

By Snail Mail          Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

         Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

         City, State, Zip:_____________________________________________________________ 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*Occupation:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*Employer, Employer city _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
* Federal law requires the Arlington Green Party to collect the name, address, occupation and employer from donors contributing more than 
$100 per year. Please include this information with your check. You must be at least 18 years of age in order to contribute. Contributions to 
the Arlington Green Party are not tax deductible. 
 

Please return to: Arlington Green Party, c/o Kirit Mookerjee, 1201 N. Kensington St. #9, Arlington, VA 22205 
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www.arlingtongreens.org 
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